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“The inspiration for this piece is fantasy itself. Its shape, purely imaginative, is a fusion of various animals interpreted 

from a very personal perspective. It is an artistic object that, in spite of having a possible function as a f lower vase, has a 

sculptural essence. The expressive nature of its graphics is inspired by an African motif.” Jaime Hayon
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We explore the 
inimitable work of 
design superstar 
Jaime Hayon

design
TEXT
Mi l a  C r ewe - B r ow

J aime Hayon wears more hats than Queen Elizabeth. This creative 
chameleon’s body of work spans the style spectrum, as do the clients 
he has worked with. The 43-year-old Spanish designer has been 

named one of Time Magazine’s 100 most relevant creators of our times and 
one of Wallpaper* magazine’s most influential creators. 

But what is it about Hayon that the world can’t get enough of? As with 
many of history’s greatest creative talents, it’s his disregard for the rules. Take, 
for example, his iconic Green Chicken, with its knobbly, jade-green body, pert 
antennae, and generous, rocking base. It’s an entirely unexpected digression 
for the humble chicken — sculptural, expressive, and quirky — all attributes 
Hayon has become renowned for. Redefining design as we know it, he shifts 
the goal posts and smashes the norms. 



I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  J A I M E  H A Y O N

You’re  a  chameleon , adapt ing  your  sk i l l s  to  any number  of  des ign  f ie lds  f rom fash ion 
to  furn i ture . Does  the  change  in  focus  present  cha l lenges? I  n e ed  n ew  c ha l l e nge s  t o  ex p l o r e 
n ew  way s  f o r  c r e a t i v i t y .  I  d on ’ t  e v en  t h i n k  a bou t  i t  — i t  c ome s  n a t u r a l l y  t o  me  and  i t ’s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r 
me  t o  h a v e  n ew  c ha l l e nge s  t o  s t a y  e ngaged . I t  mu s t  h a v e  s ome t h i n g  t o  w i t h  my  p e r s ona l i t y ,  I  g u e s s . 
How do you  manage to  remain  an  ind iv idua l  in  your  work  when you’re  bombarded by 
24/7 st imu l i  i n  the  c reat ive  rea lm?  I ’m  ex t r eme l y  a c t i v e ,  a nd , f o r t u na t e l y ,  I  f i n d  i n s p i r a t i o n 
q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y .  I  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n c en t r a t e  a nd  v i s u a l i s e .  T h e s e  t r a i t s  h e l p  me  t o  d o  o ne 
t h i n g  a t  a  t ime , a nd  a l s o  t o  t u r n  o f f  a l l  o t h e r  s t imu l i  when  I ’m  wo r k i n g . The  very  f i r s t  th ing  you 

ever  des igned  under  Hayon Stud io?  I n i t i a l l y ,  a  wa t e r  b o t t l e  t h a t  wa s  n e v e r  made . Ev en t u a l l y , 
t h e  AQ  Hayon  b a t h r o om  r a nge  and  t h e  J o s eph i n e  l amp. Ev en  i f  t h e y  d on ’ t  r e f l e c t  my  c u r r e n t  c r e a t i v e 
d i r e c t i o n s ,  b o t h  d e s i g n s  s t i l l  g o  s t r o ng  a nd  I ’m  p r o ud  t o  s a y  t h e y  c on t i n u e  s e l l i n g  we l l .  Which 
pr in c ip le  i s  a t  the  heart  o f  everyth ing  you  des ign?  H ea r t  i t s e l f .  What  have  the  past  10 
years  of  your  career  have  taught  you?  To  wo r k  w i t h  p eop l e  I  l i ke .  What  was the  turn ing 
po int  in  your  ear ly  career?  S t ab i l i t y  v s  c h a l l e nge  a nd  “ t h e  s y s t em”  v s  f r e e dom . I  c h o s e  t h e  l a t t e r 
i n  e a c h  c a s e . I t  wa s  a  r i s k :  I  c o u l d  h a v e  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  o r  I  h a d  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  g a i n .  A ga i n ,  I  c h o s e 
t h e  l a t t e r .  What  can  we a lways  expect  f rom your  work?  A  s u r p r i s e ,  a nd , h ope f u l l y ,  a  sm i l e .

Unsurprisingly, it’s a challenge to classify Hayon, to underline broadly what kind of 
designer he is. He strives to keep it that way, believing that the designers of today should not 
limit themselves, but push the boundaries and set themselves free, even at the risk of being 
misunderstood. On paper, Hayon is an industrial designer, but in reality he designs chairs, 
tables, ceramics, lighting, sculptures, watches, clothes, rugs, wallpaper, interiors, glassware, 
shoes and, well, rocking green chickens. Hayon is, without doubt, one of the major design 
collaborators of our time, with everyone in the creative sector wanting a piece of him and his 
inimitable style, which has been described as fearless, childish, playful, humorous, theatrical, 
and bold.

It was only just more than a decade ago that Hayon opened his own studio, having 
previously worked for Fabrica, Benetton’s communication research academy. During Hayon’s 
14-year-old career as a designer in his own right, his work has caught the attention of the 
world. The magic that he brings to our relationship with design comes down to an element of 
playfulness and surprise. 

Who else could have come up with the outsized, animal-like Tiovivo sculpture — which 
can be climbed into and slid out of — adorned with bright chevrons, dots, and stripes; the 
enormous, purple rocking sausage; the collection of chairs for &Tradition with their open 
arms ready to catch or cosset the sitter; or the collection of carefully detailed tableaux in fine 
porcelain depicting the lives of its characters. The latter, a project for historic porcelain brand 
Lladro, reveals the scope of Hayon’s reach: working with a brand that many people perceive 

to be overtly traditional and surprising us all by wildly reinterpreting its craft. Likewise, for 
the centuries-old French crystal brand Baccarat, the designer took its classical craft and 
made a radical departure, fusing the material with plastic and ceramic, and introducing 
luscious, fruit-inspired colours to his creations. On the opposite end of the spectrum, Hayon 
teamed up with Camper to create a collection of vividly coloured leather shoes, inspired by 
his fondness for dance halls. “If for me, and also for many others, glasses are important in 
creating the personality of a person, I think that shoes should be too,” he says of the concept 
behind this collaboration.

Hayon’s Palette tables for &Tradition exemplify his signature use of colour and loose form, 
with their stacked tops in raw materials inspired by the kinetic sculptures of Alexander Calder. 
His rug collaboration for Nanimarquina’s 30th birthday is typical of the designers’ fantastical 
style, featuring lips, hands, stools, and bird-like men in hand-tufted wool. 

“Jaime Hayon is a true design star, born in Spain, but forged in Italy under the mentorship 
of the best. His aesthetic is unique and unusual, almost whimsical — qualities that we seek 
out in our furniture and lighting at Créma,” says owner Craig Tabor-Raeside. “Whether it’s 
something from Moooi, &Tradition, Magis, Bosa, or Nanimarquina, Hayon never fails to wow 
and his pieces are true collectibles,” . 

As varied as Hayon’s projects are in content and discipline, all of them bear his mark: a 
signature design language unlike any other. While he preserves craft and tradition, Hayon 
designs with an attitude and approach that is rooted in the now: he’s a rule breaker and 
style maker, operating in the space between art and design, function and pure expression. 
hayonstudio.com
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